« Stories ~ TA@ Wicked [ enants’ [9.13.09]

Mg favorite STOKIE_S are laced with adv@rs/iy~ - rejcction -~ heartache - -

perseverance & (a refusal to c]u/t] in the face of overwl—lelming odds:

One such STOKY has its roots in Ferrg County, ]nc[iana;
the STORY is told of a young man...

. Wl’lo @age 22 = lost l—n'sjob as a store clerk

& the next year he became a partnerin a small business, which eventually failed.

o] Thc next year he fell inlove & dated the girl for(4) years, after which
she said N to his marriage ProPosa]‘ | ater another, sweetheart died.

* @age)/,on his 5rd try, he was elected to the state ]egis]ature,
but (2) years later he lost the re-election.

0 @ age40, he was re’lectec{ fora Po]itical aPPointment;

in this Pcriocl he also had a nervous breakdown.

@ age 41, his (4 yr och son died.

© age 45, he was defeated for the Senate

@ age 47, he was defeated for his party’s nomination for vice president

o O O O

@ age 49, he was again defeated for the Senate

° But @ age 51, he was elected FRE5!DENT of the umtcd State&

|'s hard to imagine where our great country would be w/out the exceptional

lcaclersl—lip skills Abral'lam Lincoln gave our nation in its most critical hour=Civil War?

Frcsiclcnt Lincoln was [rno strangcﬂ to rej'cction & heartache;
he had multiplc reasons to quietly disappear ~ but thanlocu”g he refused to quit

KEJEC TIONis a common theme throughout the PBible;
God's Plan to redeem [His creationis TEARSTAINEDwREJECTION!



Todag’s FPARABLE = STORY vividly describes (1) such rejection
that attempted to destrog God’s Pian of recleeming humankind.

Ti‘xis STORY has (Z) concrete comPonent55
it reveals (God's bac£~u,p lp/an after /7is /5tlp/an ozfrea/em,pt/on was RE_JE_CTE_D

[ component = STORY of GOD'S 1* FLAN

A (K) Matthew 21:3% or p- 752 in pew Bible

1. T his type of vinegard was a familiar picture in Palestine:

a. TI‘IC wall was a thick set of heclges Filled with thorns; designecl to keeP

out wild animals & (Z) ]eggec{ creatures clesiring to ravage the grapes.
b. E_very vinegard had a winePress for Pressing the grapes intojuice.
c. Thetower sernved a double purpose; 1°F a high Position to watch out for

thieves & an as a !oc{ging for those tenants overseeing the grapes.

2. These elements were very common to Jesus’ listeners; the next set of elements

in the story was not common ‘mowledge; Jet’s continue reaa//hg.

B. (R) Matthew 21: 34 - 41

1. Without their knowleclge ~ Jesus exposes the re]igious leaders’ Piot
to kill Him & even warns them that their sins would be Punished bg (od.

2. Tl’xey were CLUELESS that Jesus’ story was about them;

they completely missed the imPortan’c details-elements of this Parab]e:

a. The landowner rePresents Gocl the Fathcr

b. The vinegjard represents the Jewish nation of |srael.

« ["he nation of [srael is the vfneﬂarc/ of the | ord of [Jeaven’s armies.” lsaiah 5.7



c. | hetenantfarmers represent the Kcligious Lcadcrs omcjudaism‘

d. Tl’xc landowner’s servants rePrescnt OT Pricsts & ProPhcts

AB[/LSE of (God’s servants = [1ebrews 11:32 ~35aor p- 927 in pew Biblc

. Rv. 35b “were tortured this Particu]ar verb in the original ]anguagc indicates
the certain kinds of /nstruments used to /h)[//}:tloa/n
2. ]nstruments included:

a. Racks [Persons were stretched & beaten to clea’clﬂ]

b. Pone crushers + | humbscrews
c. Cat of (9) tails + list is actua”g endless

3. (R) w.36~37a~ f“listorg tells us:

a. /echariah + Jeremial—l = Propl—lets were stoned to death
b. Amos was clubbed to death

C. Fropi'xet ]saiah was sawed in to with a wooden saw }33 his own

countrymen for his Position against idolatry ®

4. chcnd states that while the saw cut into his flesh that old Prophet uttered no

comPIaint & shed no tears; he had Per‘Fcct communion w/the Hoig Spirit!

d Fropl—lets came for one reason - - same reason as today;

TOFOINT peaple to GOD

. These servant’s of the landowner - - did their very best

to Point Pcopic back to (God!
5. (R) . 571) -3%8¢ 7—/76ﬂ were too gooa/ for this world”

Back to the STOKY = (2) more critical elements

e. Ti—xe son represent Gocl’s only son Jcsus
f. Theothers inv. 41 rcPrcscnt US =N.T. Church



C.re(R) w.40 - 41

From the carig pages of the Book of Gcncsis we learn that God had been

cultivating the nation of ]srae] to bring salvation to the world.

o (K) (Genesis 12: 1 -3

Howcvcr (od's P!an to redeem all the families of the earth was side-tracked

}39 the w/céec/rc//g/ous establishmentthat Prevai!ecl in ]srae].

o The RELIGIOUS [ FADERS - WICKED TENANTS

not on]g frustrated their Gochiven purposc as a nation;
they also abused & killed those who were trging to fulfill it.

0 Jhe religious leaders were so jealous & possessive that theg ignorecl the

welfare of the very People tl—ley were 5uplooscc/to be bringing to (;od ®

God’s P!ans for rccleeming [is creation might have been side-tracked momentarilg;

BUT NOT FOREVER!

/I ond component =STORY of GODP'S BACK-LIFFIAN
A. (R) Matthew 21: 42 —~ 45

I. Jesus now cxplains the Parablcs’ purpose:

a. | he wicked tenants will be destroged =re(R)v45

b. Their oPPortunity to gain the vinegarcl is taken away & given to others.

C. OTHEKS ~ NT CHUKCH = those who accc[:)t Jcsus

that will produce proper frust - - changed lves.

2. The religious establishment of lsracl [Aadnop/ans] of inciuding the Gcntiles
as fellow heirs in the Kingc[om of Gocl; hated outsiders



a. HOWE_VE_R Ti‘xe FLANS of GOD are ncvcrc/cstroa/cc/

by the wickedness of man-made agenda’&
b. The N.T.Church--both (entiles & Messianic chs who claim
Jesus Ci‘xris’c as | ord an Savior now have the great resPonsibilitH of

accomplisl—ling Goc!’s audacious P]an of recleeming r“lis creation.
<. (R Lu‘(c 2:29 ~ 34 (2) books to the right

B. High price of REJECTING' Jesus =

the very cornerstone of our faith and our church.

i. Jcsus told His clisciplcs, ((/AIwOI"IC who acccptsyour message is also

accept/hg me. And angone who rejects gyou is rejecting me. And angone
who rejects me is rejecting (od who sent me.” [Lulcc 10: 16]

2. [etsid. AUTF[ENT]C Christﬂco”owers todag:

a. Feople & other religions who reject Cl‘xrist reject (God.
b. [SO] is there anyway to know if other re]igions + other churches know

the TRUE GOD»

c. Hcrc’s the test:
i. Do tlﬂey rc?jcct Jesus as the on]g Savior for sinners who
was crucified & raised by (God from the dead?
i Jf theg do, theg do not know (God in a saving way.

3. How about you ~ Have you acccpted or rcjcctecl Jesus’.’ Have you ever
Publicly confessed Jesus Cl—lrist is| ord-- if not, this is not a game to Plag!

K cjcctingjcsus =K cjccting (od!

Jcsus Himscllc says, "/am the way, & the trut/z, & the Iite.
No one comes to the /:at/’nfr cxccpt t/’7roug/z Me> [Jol'ln 14 6]



