“Christmas Day~2011”
Y

Mcrrg Christmas!
[Wc are so honorcd] to share this sPecial ‘Christmas Cc]cbration’ with all oFyoul

[Last wcck] l read about a woman who was exPerieﬂcing avery f;‘antic——{astf)accc/C/Vistmaﬁ

She knew she had to hurry to get (Christmas cards addressed & in the mail.

So she }Jough’c (2) boxes of (Christmas cards & without reading their content,

SIGNED her name &ADDRESSED them to (4"9) relatives & close friends.

Fina”g she droppc& them off at the Post Office & returned home & found

that (1) unused card, which she read for the very | *time.

«This l:sjusta note to say, a | ittle Gittis on the way.” ©

[Bg this timc] ] susPect that most oFyour ghcts have alreadg been unwraPPecl:

@ our home the C/7r/5tmas story was read & g/fts were exc/mngec/carly—car]y tl’!is moming ©

] thought it was aPProPriate since its Christmas morning to sPend some time in God’s word

thinking about the ‘(Greatest ghct of all = the ghct of God's Son?’

Il Corinthians 9:15 describes (God’s blessed ghct oFJcsus this way,
“Than‘c (God for this ghct TOO WONDERFUL for words.?

PRAYER
(R) Matthew 1: 18 ~ 23 or p. 733 in pew Bible

[]ntcrcs’cing to note] there were (2) names given to the coming Messiah = Jesus + Jmmanuel
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Jcsus’ name ]i’ccra"g means = ‘... Je will save His People from their sins’ (V.ZI)
The sacred name ]mmanucl means = ‘... (God is with us.’ (v. 23)

[]mPortant to notc]

The Crcator of the universe did not look down from heaven & see the baby Jesus & say,

¢ T/)at’s a good /ookfng [)a/)y [)Oﬂ, / think / will adoPt Him + give Him sPccia] powers
& then let f_/lm die for the sins of the world”

NO! (God 1 *looked down from [eaven & saw the P]ight of humanity & said,
“ / will go mgsc/[ to the world to rescue them.”

Wc don’t spcak of Christ’s aa’optfon ~ instead we sPcak of [His incarnation.

God the Sonj the an Fcrson of the Trinit3 ~who Persona”y came as a human to visit us.

l« MYSTERY of the INCARNAT]ON

AL INCARNATION comes from the | atin meaning = ‘bccomingﬂcs/l’

B. [ﬁoftz/ ~ mysterious, an often Com[using idea that surrounds the idea of

the full divinitg & full humanitg of Jesus was wrestled to the grouné in AD 451.

C. Council of Chal-cc»don wrote the definitive Creed that dcclarcs,
« JCis (1) person with (2) natures (human & divine) who is both Fully Cod & Fully man”

. Jl Facker defines the incarnation as the ‘.suPrcmc mﬂst’cry’associated w-the gosPe]s;

difficult concept to get our minds around ~ magbc this ana]ogg will hc]P.

= Mys’ccrg of Trinit3 ~is c]osclg associated with the Mys’ccrg of ‘Bccoming One’
in marriage = (R) Epl'rcsians 5:31~3%3o0rp.898 in pew Bib]c



= Mg fimited unclcrstanding is that W/]CI‘IJCSUS became man:
[e did not c/)ange s /alentfta/ as (yodbut rather [7e Cﬁang@d’/%’s role”?

. ]__itcra"g in His incarnation = the Creator entered [is creation

to revea/Goc/ to us, /c/ent/ﬁ/ with us, c9/ivc & die for us as our humble servant.

The greatest gimct of Christmas!

T}were are {2) very tangf[)/c results that occurred for us as a result oft/nﬁsgfﬁ‘:

. @TANGIBLERESULTS

A1 ’cangiblc result = Jesus took upon Himself the ultimate Punishmcnt for our sins:

i. The Bible teaches that (God is absolutely holy & pure.

rom (Genesis-Revelation, (God reveals [Himself as so holy [Je can’t even look on sin.
2. (R)Mark 15:33 -39 orp. 777 in pew Bible
5. [So WHY] did darkness fall across the whole land?

. Because oFyou & me = at the cross the darkness of human sin

was laid upon Jesus ~ our sins caused (Jod the Father to turn away in clisgustl
= ln that horrible moment = Jesus endured the ultimate Punishmeﬂt for our sins:

Punishment of being banished from the presence of [1is [atheron our behalft

B. [Dangcr] that any extended time in a given contextor with a given 5u[>[ect

has Potential to erode your Perspective or healthg observations.

= This s]ippc& up on me reccn’c]y ~|had ncg]ec’cec! the incredible difference
Jesus makes in the lives of People‘

. [God oPcnccl up my cgcs] onourrecent triP to Fanama t/7ru t/7¢ tears o/my wite!



C. Becky writes: | would not have understood the work of Juan Rodriguez if not for the
i*island. Discovered only last fall, the village is still almost completely untouched. A
crude dockjutting from a marshy shore to the bay was our only welcome; the (7 or 8)
grass huts and a shack of a schoolhouse recently erected by Juan’s team was
seemingly abandoned. T he stench of human waste permeated the air. And then | saw
the people — squatting beneath their grass huts, almost completely naked.

But it was their eyes that overwhelmed me. Seemingly vacant and without hope, the

women of ’c}'ne vi”age didr’t even s}'now a moment of curiositg strangcrs were Present.

There was absolute]g not}wing on theirfaces; void of all emotion ~
they were comP]etely blank.
| wondered what it must have been like for them. Comp]ete strangers intruding

into their small, once undiscovered village. Tl’!t:y must have been terrified.

The next vi”age was a bit ]arger, but had the same crude dock welcomiﬂg us. We
could see the cxpccted grass hu’cs, smoke from a cooking Firel a schoolhouse that was
still rough, but had been staﬂcling for quite some time. There were even a few small
houses that Juan’s team had built. Put the bi%cst difference was the eyes. Running
toward us, sma”, bare-footed children came to greet us, 96”“15 in their own language,

« I he pastors are herel?”

[Here }WaPP}j Peop]c eager]g came to greet us — we]coming us with

their words & their eyes. | here was a certain life to this vi”age because these People

had been ’caug}'nt about the hOPC of Jesus Christ.

Jesus put ]ight into the faces of these lﬂclians. This was the light that K eith sPoke

s0 vivic”g about last week ~ incredible difference Jesus makes!



t wasn’t until we were back in David that ] Fina”g realized the signhcicance of what ] had

seen. 7—//76 Zna/vf//age once looked fike the /st but the better Par’c of the

story is that w-(3od’s hc]P, the 1°* vi“agc is going to look like the Z"Cl.
77765 are filled with /70/06; t/my have been redeemed.
Il Thc an ’cangiblc result = the qua]i’c}j of our world drama’cica”g imProvec!
because of (God’s incredible ghct of [is on]y Son!

A. T}wat Babe in the manger of Bc’cmc}wem grew up to become

our crucitied & risen Savior= & the world has never been the same.

i H:Jcsus had not come ~ this world would indeed be a hoPe]ess world.
lFJcsus had not come ~ this world would be a lost world.

Tl‘lcrc would be no access to God.

T here would be no atonement for sin, there would be no forgiveness!

o

B. Once again /saw this gua/fte/ of life change thru the eyes of Dan Cros/cy in Panama:

My first triP to Panama was 2.1 years ago. | remember s’copping in Qpebrada de | oro.

T herewas a pastor beginm’ng a work there with only a couple of believers. \Ne went
further up the mountains to an area that was very remote and where there were even
fewer believers in Jesus Christ. l Prcachcc! that r\ight using the light from a bottle

filled with kerosene and a Picce of cloth hanging on the outside that was lit on fire.

Toc]aﬂ in that same mountain area, there are thousands of (_hristians.

ln 1997 we built the first clinic near the mouth of one of the rivers in the island area.

The vi”agc leader told me that two of his children had died of disease, one of them

just a month before we built the clinic. l’m told that since the clinic was built
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15 years ago, that no children have died in the area. A few years ago | conducted an
informal survey of 120 women who were waiting to be seen by a physician. Of the 120
women, there were only 2 who had not had children die. Most of the mothers had lost
multiple children to the simple diseases that are present in the area. One mother said

she had given birth to 24 children and half of them had died. |n the village of Pahia
(Grande a White River team built a clinic next to the cemetery hill where there are more
than 500 children buried. T wo years before we built that clinic we conducted a mobile

medical day of consultation. T wo young children about 4 and 5 came to be seen by
the doctor. We asked their names but neither of them had been given a name. T heir

Parents had died and a man of the vi”age was ?ecc}ing them but no one had given them
aname. (On the medical record we recorded them 5/'m’p/c/ as child A and child B

(bog and girl).
FS -we on]y have 4 men signed up to do the construction Project in Feb (one of them

is of not much help ~me). [f someone signc& up bg New Years, we could still take them.

"'Tbank Goc/ for this gnq’ ~Jc5u5 ~ too wonderful for worc/s!”” Corinthians 9:15

C. So, how has (God ghct of Jesus changed ourlives in (entral |ndiana?

[|N5ER_H Max Lucado ~ T/lc Mirac/c of the Carpcntcr

NE_XT Video + NEXT | eadinto communion + NEXT offer an initiation!
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